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Accommodations
As per individual IEP student modifications.

*Before this lesson is conducted, students should 
have read chapters 17-22 of To Kill a Mockingbird 
and should have covered persuasive techniques. 
Have a group discussion over what persuasive 
techniques were utilized during the trial by all parties 
(characters) involved.  Go over the components and 
format of a business letter showing the sample loan 
officer's letter.  Discuss the writing prompt with the 
students and have them find textual evidence from 
the novel that supports the prompt.  Students are 
then to begin writing their letter.  They may use the 
Proofreading Guide to help them double-check the 
format of their business letter.

Use of Technology

Materials/Resources
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The student is expected to write a persuasive business letter 
on behalf of one of the characters that was part of the trial in 
the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird.  A minimum of three pieces 
of textual evidence must be cited from the novel.*

TAKS Reference: Writing 4
TEKS Reference: 1ABC, 2ABC, 5B
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For homework, students are to type their letter 
(double-spaced) on Microsoft word.

Have students randomly quote one line from the novel they used to 
support their letter.
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Have students choose a character and list reasons from the 
novel that he/she was unfairly questioned.  Write student 
responses on a chart to display for future reference.  

At the credit union, when loans are not approved 
based on set criteria, they may be sent to the 
committee for review.  The loan officer must write a 
letter indicating the reasons he/she feels that the 
loan should be approved anyway.

To Kill a Mockingbird, the novel                                                     Loan 
Officer's Sample Letter                                                            Business 
Letter Rubric & Proofreading Guide                                                          

EIKI machine for Business Letter Format                                    
Overhead projector to display prompt                                                
Microsoft word                                                          

Persuasive Techniques                                                                                        Business 
Letter Format                                                                                                         Prompt:  
Write a letter to Judge Taylor convincing him that your character was wrongly 
interrogated.  Support your letter with textual evidence from the novel.
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